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a determination of the question of public
availability on the written request of any
Member of the Committee.

21. CHANGES IN RULES

(a) Generally. These rules may be modi-
fied, amended, or repealed by vote of the full
Committee.

(b) Notice of Proposed Changes. A notice,
in writing, of the proposed change shall be
given to each Member at least 48 hours prior
to any meeting at which action on the pro-
posed rule change is to be taken.

——————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES,
109TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. POMBO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | request that the
attached Committee Rules, adopted by the
Committee on Resources, be submitted for the
RECORD.

RULE 1. RULES OF THE HOUSE; VICE CHAIRMEN

(a) Applicability of House Rules.

(1) The Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, so far as they are applicable, are the
rules of the Committee and its Subcommit-
tees.

(2) Each Subcommittee is part of the Com-
mittee and is subject to the authority, direc-
tion and rules of the Committee. References
in these rules to ‘‘Committee’ and ‘‘Chair-
man’’ shall apply to each Subcommittee and
its Chairman wherever applicable.

(3) House Rule XI is incorporated and made
a part of the rules of the Committee to the
extent applicable.

(b) Vice Chairmen.—Unless inconsistent
with other rules, the Chairman shall appoint
a Vice Chairman of the Committee and the
Subcommittee Chairmen will appoint Vice
Chairmen of each of the Subcommittees. If
the Chairman of the Committee or Sub-
committee is not present at any meeting of
the Committee or Subcommittee, as the case
may be, the Vice Chairman shall preside. If
the Vice Chairman is not present, the rank-
ing Member of the Majority party on the
Committee or Subcommittee who is present
shall preside at that meeting.

RULE 2. MEETINGS IN GENERAL

(a) Scheduled Meetings.—The Committee
shall meet at 10 a.m. every Wednesday when
the House is in session, unless canceled by
the Chairman. The Committee shall also
meet at the call of the Chairman subject to
advance notice to all Members of the Com-
mittee. Special meetings shall be called and
convened by the Chairman as provided in
clause 2(c)(I) of House Rule XI. Any Com-
mittee meeting or hearing that conflicts
with a party caucus, conference, or similar
party meeting shall be rescheduled at the
discretion of the Chairman, in consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member. The
Committee may not sit during a joint ses-
sion of the House and Senate or during a re-
cess when a joint meeting of the House and
Senate is in progress.

(b) Open Meetings.—Each meeting for the
transaction of business, including the mark-
up of legislation, and each hearing of the
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Committee or a Subcommittee shall be open
to the public, except as provided by clause
2(g) and clause 2(k) of House Rule XI.

(c) Broadcasting.—Whenever a meeting for
the transaction of business, including the
markup of legislation, or a hearing is open to
the public, that meeting or hearing shall be
open to coverage by television, radio, and
still photography in accordance with clause 4
of House Rule XI. The provisions of clause
4(f) of House Rule XI are specifically made
part of these rules by reference. Operation
and use of any Committee Internet broadcast
system shall be fair and nonpartisan and in
accordance with clause 4(b) of House Rule XI
and all other applicable rules of the Com-
mittee and the House.

(d) Oversight Plan.—No later than Feb-
ruary 15 of the first session of each Congress,
the Committee shall adopt its oversight
plans for that Congress in accordance with
clause 2(d)(1) of House Rule X.

RULE 3. PROCEDURES IN GENERAL

(a) Agenda of Meetings; Information for
Members.—An agenda of the business to be
considered at meetings shall be delivered to
the office of each Member of the Committee
no later than 48 hours before the meeting.
This requirement may be waived by a major-
ity vote of the Committee at the time of the
consideration of the measure or matter. To
the extent practicable, a summary of the
major provisions of any bill being considered
by the Committee, including the need for the
bill and its effect on current law, will be
available for the Members of the Committee
no later than 48 hours before the meeting.

(b) Meetings and Hearings to Begin
Promptly.—Each meeting or hearing of the
Committee shall begin promptly at the time
stipulated in the public announcement of the
meeting or hearing.

(c) Addressing the Committee.—A Com-
mittee Member may address the Committee
or a Subcommittee on any bill, motion, or
other matter under consideration or may
question a witness at a hearing only when
recognized by the Chairman for that purpose.
The time a Member may address the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee for any purpose or
to question a witness shall be limited to five
minutes, except as provided in Committee
rule 4(g). A Member shall limit his remarks
to the subject matter under consideration.
The Chairman shall enforce the preceding
provision.

(d) Quorums.

(1) A majority of the Members shall con-
stitute a quorum for the reporting of any
measure or recommendation, the authorizing
of a subpoena, the closing of any meeting or
hearing to the public under clause 2(g)(1),
clause 2(2)(2)(A) and clause 2(k)(5)(B) of
House Rule XI, and the releasing of execu-
tive session materials under clause 2(k)(7) of
House Rule X. Testimony and evidence may
be received at any hearing at which there are
at least two Members of the Committee
present. For the purpose of transacting all
other business of the Committee, one third
of the Members shall constitute a quorum.

(2) When a call of the roll is required to as-
certain the presence of a quorum, the offices
of all Members shall be notified and the
Members shall have not less than 15 minutes
to prove their attendance. The Chairman
shall have the discretion to waive this re-
quirement when a quorum is actually
present or whenever a quorum is secured and
may direct the Chief Clerk to note the names
of all Members present within the 15-minute
period.

(e) Participation of Members in Committee
and Subcommittees.—All Members of the
Committee may sit with any Subcommittee
during any hearing, and by unanimous con-
sent of the Members of the Subcommittee
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may participate in any meeting or hearing.
However, a Member who is not a Member of
the Subcommittee may not vote on any mat-
ter before the Subcommittee, be counted for
purposes of establishing a quorum or raise
points of order.

(f) Proxies.—No vote in the Committee or
its Subcommittees may be cast by proxy.

(g) Record Votes.—Record votes shall be
ordered on the demand of one-fifth of the
Members present, or by any Member in the
apparent absence of a quorum.

(h) Postponed Record Votes.

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Chairman
may, after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving any measure or matter
or adopting an amendment. The Chairman
shall resume proceedings on a postponed re-
quest at any time after reasonable notice,
but no later than the next meeting day.

(2) Notwithstanding any intervening order
for the previous question, when proceedings
resume on a postponed question under para-
graph (1), an underlying proposition shall re-
main subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the ques-
tion was postponed.

(3) This rule shall apply to Subcommittee
proceedings.

(i) Privileged Motions.—A motion to recess
from day to day, a motion to recess subject
to the call of the Chairman (within 24 hours),
and a motion to dispense with the first read-
ing (in full) of a bill or resolution if printed
copies are available, are nondebatable mo-
tions of high privilege.

(j) Layover and Copy of Bill.—No measure
or recommendation reported by a Sub-
committee shall be considered by the Com-
mittee until two calendar days from the
time of Subcommittee action. No bill shall
be considered by the Committee unless a
copy has been delivered to the office of each
Member of the Committee requesting a copy.
These requirements may be waived by a ma-
jority vote of the Committee at the time of
consideration of the measure or rec-
ommendation.

(k) Access to Dais and Conference Room.—
Access to the hearing rooms’ daises [and to
the conference rooms adjacent to the Com-
mittee hearing rooms] shall be limited to
Members of Congress and employees of the
Committee during a meeting of the Com-
mittee, except that Committee Members’
personal staff may be present on the daises if
their employing Member is the author of a
bill or amendment under consideration by
the Committee, but only during the time
that the bill or amendment is under active
consideration by the Committee. Access to
the conference rooms adjacent to the Com-
mittee hearing rooms shall be limited to
Members of Congress and employees of Con-
gress during a meeting of the Committee.

(I) Cellular Telephones.—The use of cel-
lular telephones is prohibited on the Com-
mittee dais or in the Committee hearing
rooms during a meeting of the Committee.

(m) Motion to go to Conference with the
Senate. The Chairman may offer a motion
under clause 1 of Rule XXII whenever the
Chairman considers it appropriate.

RULE 4. HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) Announcement.—The Chairman shall
publicly announce the date, place, and sub-
ject matter of any hearing at least one week
before the hearing unless the Chairman, with
the concurrence of the Ranking Minority
Member, determines that there is good cause
to begin the hearing sooner, or if the Com-
mittee so determines by majority vote. In
these cases, the Chairman shall publicly an-
nounce the hearing at the earliest possible
date. The Chief Clerk of the Committee shall
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